DISCOVER THE POWER OF PHYSICS[image: ]
The SOPHia Project Competition 2026 
Competition Rules & Guidelines

1. Participation
· Each school may submit up to 20 projects in total by 24th of April. 
· Projects may be completed by teams of up to three students per project.
· Projects are presented via posters, but where suitable, we strongly encourage students to bring their props along with them.
2. Competition Categories
Each school may submit up to a maximum of 20 posters initially. After the submissions are received, teachers will be contacted to review their entries and select the appropriate competition stream for each project.
There are two competition streams:
Power of Physics Cup
These projects may be selected by teachers as the top entries from their school. Teachers will be contacted in due course regarding their selections. 
Physics Explorers Challenge
Projects not selected for the Power of Physics Cup will be entered into this category.
3. Project Themes
Projects across all areas of physics are accepted under one or more of the following themes:
· Electricity and Energy Around Us
· Light and Colour
· Sound and Waves
· Magnetism and Other Forces That Act at a Distance
· Push, Pull, and Go! 
4. Judging & Awards
· Projects in each competition stream will be reviewed by a judging panel.
· For each stream, the following prizes will be awarded:
· 1st Prize
· 2nd Prize
· 3rd Prize

5. Judging Criteria
To ensure fairness and suitability for primary school students, projects will be assessed based on:
1. Project Content & Investigation
The project clearly shows what the pupils explored, discovered, or learned through an experiment, investigation, or observation. Pupils should be able to talk about their testing, effort, and findings, and provide supporting evidence where possible.
2. Understanding, Explanation & Teamwork
Students demonstrate a clear understanding (at a primary level) of their chosen physics theme and the main idea of their project. They are able to clearly explain and demonstrate their work. Team members share responsibility and show evidence of working together.
3. Project Display & Creativity
The physical project, with props, will be the main focus of the display. The poster may support and explain the project, not replace it. Displays will be judged on neatness, creativity, and engagement, with effective use of colour, drawings, labels, and models encouraged.
4. Connection to Real Life
The project shows how physics relates to everyday life, sports, nature, or technology.

Submission Notes
· Teachers must submit projects description according to the appropriate competition theme.
· Submissions must be made using the official submission form and must include the completed Excel spreadsheet.
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